HAIR COLOR IN THE POODLE

By Linda Youmans

 Poodles (standards especially as minis were bred down from them) come in these colors;

 Black, Blue, Silver, Silver Beige (also called Cafe au lait), White (also called Ice White), Cream,  Brown, Red, and Apricot.

 They also come as mismarks, in phantom pattern (marked like an Airedale), piebald (like a pinto horse) and brindle (a mix of hair color like a Schnauzer coat). Mismarks may appear as white or brown spots anywhere on the body and are usually small although they can be large strips or bibs on the chest. Pups born with mismakes that disappear with age are said to have juvenile marks. White dogs with white marks or phantom patterns are not known until they produce colored get with marks.

 Some have dilution genes which cause fading so that a genetic cream (genotype) may appear to be white (phenotype) or a red may appear to be an apricot at maturity. Silvers go through a long time period of changing and may be what is called "rusted" when young. Browns "silver out", but can still be identified as brown.

 There is a phenomenon called sandwiching where a pup grows hair of one color then another. I had one pup do this and he grew the colored hair in the phantom pattern. He was an even beautiful blue when he matured.

 Silvers change color on a temporary basis (to black) in spots where the coat is damaged. I think apricots do it too. Enough damage causes permanent changes.

 Food and disease also cause color changes in portions or all of a dog. S.A. for instance causes a white/cream dog to become orange to brownish in places.

 Black dogs come in many shades and some have a brown cast. Some people call them "bad blacks".

 Originally toys were white; colors were introduced to the toy variety via mini cross breedings.
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